
Lourdes Pilgrimage 2012 

 

On June 1
st
 I escorted a pilgrimage of 20 parishioners to Lourdes. We had a 

wonderful experience. Each parishioner had their own intentions for the trip and 

whilst we were in the sanctuaries we prayed for the intentions of many of our 

parishioners who were unable to go. 

On our first day, we visited the grotto of our Lady at night and prayed for a 

successful pilgrimage; the following morning we celebrated mass at St Gabriel’s 

Chapel in the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. 

In the afternoon we participated in a walking tour of Lourdes, visiting places 

connected with the life of St Bernadette, then we attended the procession for the 

Blessed Sacrament in the underground Basilica of St PiusX 

On Sunday, we celebrated the International Mass in the underground Basilica. 

Around 25,000 people attended, with  a Cardinal, 12 bishops and 68 priests. It was 

wonderful, emotive and solemn and ultra organised for all attendees to take Holy 

Communion or to be blessed. An international choir sang throughout the service 

and words were displayed on screens, so we sang loudly from our hearts. 

On Sunday afternoon, many parishioners chose to visit the holy baths or spend quiet 

periods with their own devotions. 

Several parishioners enjoyed a few hours watching the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee on 

the large television in the hotel, watching the Royal Barge on the Thames. 

On Monday we celebrated Mass and the Anointing of the Sick at the Poor Clare’s 

Convent, and then we undertook the Stations of the Cross; the fitter ones took the 

High Stations and the less mobile the Lower Stations of the Cross. 

In the afternoon some parishioners took the train up the Pyrenees, many thousands 

of feet above sea level. 

On Monday Evening, we met at the Archways to Our Lady’s Grotto to walk as a 

group in the Torchlight procession through Lourdes. Noel Hewetson was chosen to 

say the English ‘Hail Mary Part of the Rosary’ on the Rosary Basilica in front of 

many thousands of pilgrims from all over the world, including India, Australia, 



Italy, Germany and many more countries. We were proud and honoured for Noel 

that evening. The following day we returned home. 

We sang on the coaches but not on the plane, all the way home, Helen Ross being 

the main organiser of music and song! 

We made new friends from other parishes during our visit; we cared for each other, 

assisting and supporting when needed, either pushing wheelchairs, lending a hand 

here and there, passing a tissue, putting an arm around one another for the tears we 

shed, tears of joy, and tears of sadness. 

We all have fond memories of the pilgrimage we shared together. 

We will organise another pilgrimage for next year if we get enough people, details 

in the newsletter in the near future. Father Tony 

 

 

 

 

 


