St. Gabriel’s
140 Lawton Road, Alsager
Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 2DE
Tel: 01270 877736
www.stgabrielsalsager.org.uk
St. Gabriel’s School & Preschool,
Tel: 875770
St. Thomas More Catholic High
School. www.stthomasmore.cheshire.sch.uk

Parish Priest: Fr. Tony Grace
Permanent Deacon: Rev. Eddie Miller

July 17th 2022 Sixteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Next weekend we welcome Fr. Willie Hattie to preach the Annual Mission Appeal for the St.Francis
Xavier Foreign Mission Society. The Xaverian missionaries first came to the United Kingdom in
1948 with the goal of inviting others to join our missionary purpose and commit themselves to the
proclamation of the Good News around the world. Inspired by our Founder, St Guido Maria Conforti
and our patron St Francis Xavier, we commit ourselves to realising Conforti’s dream, to “make the
world a single family.” The Xaverians understand the global mission of the Church to be the
proclamation of Jesus Christ through: sharing the legacy of our founder, St. Guido Conforti; telling

the story and witness of our missionaries in the variety of ministries and countries where we serve;
interfaith dialogue; advocacy for and solidarity with the poor; intercultural dialogue in pastoral
assistance to international cultural communities; mission vocation ministry. There will be a second
collection. For more information, please go to https://xavs.org
Jesus our Guest. This Sunday’s readings lead us to ponder the gift of hospitality;

the giving and receiving we experience. May we learn to welcome our Lord, who wishes to dwell with us.
In the First Reading, Abraham gives us the example of Bedouin hospitality. In welcoming three
strangers, he welcomes his Lord and receives the good news that Sarah will conceive a son. In
the Psalm it is we who are invited to come into the Lord’s presence. And what are our dispositions? In
the Second Reading from Colossians, Paul speaks of sharing in the sufferings of Christ. It is our choice
to receive this message –that of Christ among us, the hope of our glory. In the Gospel, the story of
Martha and Mary, we learn of the importance of presence to the other, of stillness, of attentive
listening, and of hospitality. May we be aware this week of our attitude to others.
Do we welcome them, do we listen …? We continue to pray for the peace of the world, and for all who
suffer. PREGO: https://stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com/prego/

Have you ever considered becoming a School Governor? Or do you know someone who might? St.
Thomas More Catholic High School in Crewe and St Mary’s Primary School, Crewe have a number of
vacancies and we urgently need more Governors. No previous experience is necessary and training is
available if needed. For more information please contact Maria Wilson on 07966 133178
or Maria.Wilson@cheshireeast.gov.uk. If you would like to look around the school, please contact
Clare Hogg (Headteacher) on 01270 568014 or Cathryn Wright (Headteacher) in St.Mary’s.
Please return your Missio Red Boxes for counting. For more information, please go to
https://missio.org.uk/donate/ If you prefer to donate over the phone, please call 020 7821 9755.
Many thanks.

Date for your diary: A reminder that there will be a day of reflection for Readers and Eucharistic
Ministers (though others would be welcome) 10am-4pm on Saturday 29th October in Wistaston Hall,
arrival from 9:30am, drinks provided, bring your own lunch. Please contact Mark
Howitt,mhowitt@gmx.co.uk, to add your names to the list.

Please pray for the eternal rest of the recently deceased, Mary Johnson RIP, Colette Lazenby RIP,
Mary D’Rozario RIP, Cynthia Cartlidge RIP, Michael Costigan RIP, Shirley Dooley RIP, Anne McGough
RIP, Connor Lewis Young RIP, & those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Anthony
Pickersgill, Percy Turnock, Debbie Houston, Kath Bevan, Anne Connolly.
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK: Especially for, Rafe Lawton, Katherine Walker, Nuala, Jo & Michael
Woolf, Joanne Graham, Marie McCauley, Barbara Fahy, Kay Charlesworth, Claire Woods, Dorothy
Eccles, Joan & George Lawton, Margaret Pearson, Peter Pulford, Ben Thomas, Francis Dockery,
Patricia & Willis Capp, Kevin Fox, Geoff & Alma Plummer, Harry Moody, Malcolm Wildman, Jane
Gormley, Baby Noel Cameron, Richard Bohan & all in our hospitals & nursing homes.
MASS TIMES WEEK COMMENCING 17TH JULY 2022.
th
Saturday 16 July
6.00 pm
Adoration and Confession
Our Lady of Mount
6.30 pm
Anthony Pickersgill (Birthday Anniv), Mary
Carmel
Mass,St.Gabriel’s
D’Rozario RIP, Mary Johnson RIP, Connor Lewis
Church
Young RIP, Nuala (sick), Margaret Pearson (sick),
Alma Plummer, Jo & Michael Woolf (sick).
Sunday 17th July
11.00 a.m
Adoration and Confession
Sixteenth Sunday in
11.30 am Mass,
Fr.Michael Keoghan RIP, Mary Cartlidge (Anniv),
Ordinary Time
St.Gabriel’s Church
Audrey Baier (Anniv), Harry Moody (sick), Joanne
Graham (Sick), Alma Plummer (sick), Rafe Lawton
(sick), Richard Bohan (sick) & For Peace in
Ukraine.
Monday 18th July
7.00 p.m.
Adoration and Confession
7.30 pm
Kath Bevan (B’day Anniv), Marianna Viscountess
Mass St.Gabriel’s
Monckton of Brenchley RIP, Colette Lazenby RIP,
Church
Theresa Kerr (Anniv),Daniel Shallow (Anniv), John
Hall (Anniv), Gareth Jones RIP, Alison Biffen
(Anniv), Percy Turnock (Anniv),
Bridie Neary (sick), Mairie McCauley (sick) &
Baby Noel Cameron.
Tuesday
Mass, St. Anne’s
Holy Souls
th
19 July
Nantwich
St.John Plessington
10.00 am
Wednesday
No Service
20th July
St.Apollinarius
Thursday 21st July
Mass, St. Anne’s
For the Sick
St.Laurence of
Nantwich
Brindisi
10.00 am
nd
Friday 22
July
9.30 am
Adoration and Confession
St.Mary Magdalene
10.00 am
Joan Rutherford RIP, Anne Connolly (Anniv),
Celebration of Word & Percy Turnock (Anniv), Florence Costigan (Anniv),
Communion
Anne Dennis (sick), Thanksgiving for Chidlow
St. Gabriel’s Church
Family, Intentions of the Remondini Family.
rd
Saturday 23 July
6.00 pm
Adoration and Confession
St.Bridget
6.30 pm Mass
Frances & Tom Byatt (Anniv), Colette Lazenby
Patron of Europe
St.Gabriel’s Church
RIP, Margaret Pearson (sick), For Peace in
Ukraine.
Sunday 24th July
11.00 am
Adoration and Confession
Seventeenth Sunday in
11.30 am Mass
Kenneth Bailey (Anniv), Audrey Baier (Anniv),
Ordinary Time
St.Gabriel’s Church
Karen Bastiman (B’day Anniv), Rafe Lawton (sick),
Joanne Graham (sick), Katherine Walker (sick).
Please contact Fr. Tony at a.grace3007@btinternet.com for newsletter items
Many thanks for your Offerings last weekend £486.21p
Sea Sunday Collection £182.21p
Diocese of Shrewsbury, Registered Charity Number 234025
Parish Safeguarding Officers, Cathie & Tony Smith 01270 879961

Dear Mission Red Box Holder,
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we have been cautious about collecting and counting Red Box
money, so as to keep everyone safe. Sadly, we are going to have to live with the virus for some
unspecified time to come. However, Red Box holders can still donate to Missio – Mill Hill
Missionaries in a variety of ways:
• Give online: missio.org.uk/redbox.
• Make a bank transfer: Account name: Missio; Sort Code: 16-00-16; Account Number:
10824230. Please use the reference RB + your postcode.
• Donate by telephone with your debit/credit card by ringing 020 7821 9755 during office hours.
• Donate via texting REDBOX 5 (to donate £5.00) or REDBOX 10 (to donate £10) to 70085.
To ensure that your donation is attributed to St Gabriel’s, Alsager, it would be helpful (but not
essential), if you would quote reference SHR005. If you are a Gift Aid contributor, please inform
Missio, so that they can recoup the tax from your donation.
As well as being unable to collect from the Red Boxes, we are also unable to distribute the Mission
Today magazine as we have done in the past. If you would like to receive Missio’s magazine direct to
your address, please contact Missio to request this: Missio, 23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V
1NU. Tel: 020 7821 9755. E-mail: info@missio.org.uk.
Thank you in anticipation of your understanding and continued support.
Yours faithfully,
Fr.Tony Grace
Shrewsbury Missio Diocesan Director

Thank you to all who have made contributions by standing order and by dropping envelopes into
the Presbytery. Your generosity is very much appreciated whilst we are unable to hold weekly
collections.If you are able, you can continue to make offertory contributions via bank transfer in
lieu of collections. Please contact Sue Edge, Parish Planned Giving organiser, on 01270 876090
for Bank details. We have received some requests for offertory envelopes, so we continue to post
them out. We are sending them to the parishioners who have had them in the past and for whom
we hold an address.
Online giving to the Parish. For those Parishioners who normally give in the collection at Mass and
wish to help the Parish at this time, an online donation page to allow you to donate to the Parish
has been added to the Parish website. Please be aware that a minimum donation of £5 is
requested if giving in this way. You can also Gift Aid your donation to help the Parish further. If you
want to Gift Aid your donation, please tick the box shown on the screen even if you have
previously completed a Gift Aid Declaration form in favour of the Parish for regular giving made by
Offertory Envelope or Standing Order. An Online giving page has now been created for the Parish
using InvestMyCommunity.com
The page can be found at:
https://investmycommunity.com/not-loggeddonator/page/stgabrielalsagerdioceseofshrewsbury2167
For more information, please contact Sue Edge, our St. Gabriel’s parish planned giving and gift aid
coordinator on 01270 876090. Thank you for your support.

Mission together resources allowing children to journey through the liturgical year in an
accessible and engaging way. https://missiontogether.org.uk
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THE WORD

Year C • Psalter Week 4

REFLECT

O

ne method of meditation
encourages us to place ourselves
in the Gospel scene which we are
considering. So, if we imagine Jesus
in the house of Martha and Mary, we
might ask ourselves, “What did Jesus
really need at this moment?” Perhaps he
was tired from his journey, exasperated
with his male disciples and their lack
of understanding about himself and
his mission. On a purely human level,
maybe he simply needed to talk, which
would mean that he needed someone to
listen to him.
Most of us would feel sympathy for
Martha: we can imagine the clashing
of pots and pans increasing in volume
as her frustration at being left in the
kitchen to prepare the meal alone grows.
Eventually, her patience runs out and she
bursts into the conversation between
Jesus and Mary. But if she had her way,
Jesus would be left sitting alone while
the two of them busied themselves in the
kitchen. Is that what hospitality means?
Does it centre on the accepted duties of
the host being fulfilled, or is it a matter
of meeting the needs of the guest? What
were Jesus’ needs at this point? A meal,
or rather human company and attention?

WHAT DOES JESUS REALLY NEED? (LUKE 10:38-42)
Stained glass window depicting visit of Jesus to home of Martha and Mary

In the course of his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus is welcomed into the house of a
woman named Martha and her sister, Mary. Women feature more prominently, and
by name, in the Gospel version of Luke than in the other accounts.
In this episode, Jesus encounters hospitality, not just friendliness or politeness, but
an essential element in the culture of that time and place. Up to now, we have heard
warnings and examples about hostility and rejection. But even in this apparently cosy,
domestic scene there is a message.

LEARN
The word used for “serving” in Luke’s
Gospel is the root from which we derive
“deacon” and “diaconate”.

DO
Donate to the St Vincent de Paul Society in
your parish: better, how could you help in
their ministry of befriending lonely people in
your area?

The subject of the verb in Luke’s Gospel is,
apart from Jesus, women.
Women are those who supported Jesus and
his other disciples out of their own resources.
Hospitality, offering protection and safety
toward the stranger and pilgrim, was a
sacred duty in the time of Jesus.

SAY

Martha is clear about her duties towards
her guest. But Jesus gently points out
that perhaps she has got her priorities
wrong. She is concerned about fulfilling
her responsibilities but seems totally
unaware of the needs or feelings of
her guest. Luke presents Jesus in his
Gospel as a prophet, and the prophet
is the bearer of the word, which has to
be spoken and to be listened to. In this
sense, it is Mary who is presented as
“choosing the better part”. But Martha
is avoiding listening to Jesus, although,
from her point of view, she is doing the
right thing. Luke is suggesting that that
the word of God takes precedence over
other considerations.
What people really need is someone
to listen to them, someone to talk to.
It is natural to feel that making tea and
providing sandwiches is the right thing
to do to meet someone’s immediate
needs. Often well-meaning people
will busy themselves in such ways but
have no time to spend with the persons
to whom they are ministering. On a
practical level, the story of Martha and
Mary is posing an important question:
what does the person in front of you
really need? Whose needs are you
addressing: theirs or yours?

10/03/2022 09:56
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
See, I have God for my help.
The Lord sustains my soul.
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
Show favour, O Lord, to your servants
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,
they may be ever watchful in keeping your
commands.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
FIRST READING

Genesis 18:1-10

A reading from the book of Genesis.
The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of
Mamre while he was sitting by the entrance
of the tent during the hottest part of the day.
He looked up, and there he saw three men
standing near him. As soon as he saw them
he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet
them, and bowed to the ground. “My Lord,”
he said “I beg you, if I find favour with you,
kindly do not pass your servant by. A little
water shall be brought; you shall wash your
feet and lie down under the tree. Let me fetch
a little bread and you shall refresh yourselves
before going further. That is why you have
come in your servant’s direction.” They
replied, “Do as you say.”
Abraham hastened to the tent to find
Sarah. “Hurry,” he said “knead three bushels
of flour and make loaves.” Then running to
the cattle Abraham took a fine and tender
calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried
to prepare it. Then taking cream, milk and the
calf he had prepared, he laid all before them,
and they ate while he remained standing near
them under the tree.
“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked
him. “She is in the tent” he replied. Then his
guest said, “I shall visit you again next year
without fail and your wife will then have a
son.”

Psalm 14

PSALM

Response:
The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy
mountain?
He who walks without fault;
he who acts with justice
and speaks the truth from his heart;
he who does not slander with his tongue.
(R.)
2. He who does no wrong to his brother,
who casts no slur on his neighbour,
who holds the godless in disdain,
but honours those who fear the Lord. (R.)
3. He who keeps his pledge, come what
may;
who takes no interest on a loan
and accepts no bribes against the
innocent.
Such a man will stand firm for ever. (R.)
SECOND READING

Colossians 1:24-28

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Colossians.
It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I
am suffering now, and in my body to do
what I can to make up all that has still to
be undergone by Christ for the sake of his
body, the Church. I became the servant of
the Church when God made me responsible
for delivering God’s message to you, the
message which was a mystery hidden for
generations and centuries and has now been
revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose
to reveal it to them and to show all the rich
glory of this mystery to pagans. The mystery
is Christ among you, your hope of glory: this
is the Christ we proclaim, this is the wisdom
in which we thoroughly train everyone and
instruct everyone, to make them all perfect
in Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Luke 10:38-42

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named
Martha welcomed him into her house. She
had a sister called Mary, who sat down at
the Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking.
Now Martha who was distracted with all the
serving said, “Lord, do you not care that my
sister is leaving me to do the serving all by
myself? Please tell her to help me.” But the
Lord answered: “Martha, Martha,” he said
“you worry and fret about so many things,
and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is
Mary who has chosen the better part; it is not
to be taken from her.”

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

TH

(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who in the one perfect sacrifice
brought to completion varied offerings of
the law,
accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your
faithful servants
and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts
of Abel,
so that what each has offered to the honour
of your majesty
may benefit the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

In th
an es
warn
dom

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people,
we pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with
heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist
Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)
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Wednesday 13th July 2022 - A WEEKLY PRAYER CUSTOM

Encountering Christ

The Parish Version

Prayerfully preparing for the
Sunday Mass and praying in
particular for our school families

Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 17th July 2022 - The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1

Relax & Remember

Set aside 10 -15 minutes and create a suitable environment by removing any distractions. Make sure that you are comfortable. Perhaps
light a candle. Make the sign of the cross † and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Call to mind the love that God has for you.
Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Then read the Gospel, preferably aloud and slowly, and pay attention
to any words that stand out. If any do, meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.

2

Read

Taken from the Gospel for 17th July 2022 (Luke 10:38-42): Martha and Mary
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. She had a sister called
Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with
all the serving said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the serving all by myself?
Please tell her to help me.” But the Lord answered: “Martha, Martha,” he said, “you worry and fret about
so many things, and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part; it is
not to be taken from her.”

3

Reflect

After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.
Martha and Mary have become classic figures in the Church representing two different styles of life, the active and the
contemplative vocation, an active apostolate or a life of prayer. Carried to an extreme, this opposition is, of course, merely
silly. No active apostolate can thrive unless it grows out of a life of prayer, for we cannot draw others to the knowledge
and love of a God whom we do not ourselves know and love. Nor can a life of prayer be genuine unless it leads to care for
others and concern for the salvation of all those whom the Lord loves. Even a strictly enclosed community cannot claim to
be a part of Christ’s body unless its fabric is one of love and concern for all the members, and especially those in need, the
elderly, the sick and the young. In fact, Jesus does not present any such choice between two different religious ways of life.
His speech is always in terms of absolutes. He does not use comparatives; he says that Mary has chosen not ‘the better’
(as our translation has it) but ‘the good’ part (as the Greek has it). Any ‘good’ life must be founded on listening devotedly to
the Lord and responding to what we have heard.
How important a part does listening to the Lord play in my life as a Christian?
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

4

Respond & Request

Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general.
Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help
you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self control, patience, or joy. Please remember
to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.

The Wednesday Word is under the patronage of St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church
Within the tradition of the Catholic Church, each Wednesday is dedicated to St Joseph

www.wednesdayword.org

WEDNESDAY WORD PLUS
Fr Henry’s reflections on the first and second readings of Sunday 17th July 2022

First Reading: Abraham’s Hospitality
Genesis 18:1-10
The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of Mamre while he
was sitting by the entrance of the tent during the hottest part
of the day. He looked up, and there he saw three men standing
near him. As soon as he saw them he ran from the entrance of
the tent to meet them, and bowed to the ground. “My Lord,”
he said, “I beg you, if I find favour with you, kindly do not pass
your servant by. A little water shall be brought; you shall wash
your feet and lie down under the tree. Let me fetch a little
bread and you shall refresh yourselves before going further.
That is why you have come in your servant’s direction.” They
replied, “Do as you say.” Abraham hastened to the tent to find
Sarah. “Hurry,” he said, “knead three bushels of flour and make
loaves.” Then running to the cattle Abraham took a fine and
tender calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried to prepare
it. Then taking cream, milk and the calf he had prepared, he
laid all before them, and they ate while he remained standing
near them under the tree. “Where is your wife Sarah?” they
asked him. “She is in the tent,” he replied. Then his guest said,
“I shall visit you again next year without fail and your wife will
then have a son.”

This splendid narrative of Abraham entertaining the three strangers is
chosen by the Church to pair with the gospel reading of Martha and
Mary as an example of hospitality. But the tale has many other important
aspects to it too. In the story the three men shimmer between being one
and three. Since they clearly represent God – in a delightfully human way
– this has been understood from the time of the earliest Church writers
to be a hint of the Trinity, though the Trinity is not revealed until the New
Testament. Another vital element is that it features the beginning of the
fulfilment of the promise of a great posterity to Abraham. Abraham’s
faith has been tested by having to wait until both he and his wife are well
beyond the normal age of conception, and now at last the Lord shows his
care for them. A charming scene occurs just after the end of the reading:
Sarah laughs at the idea of giving birth to a child at her age which leads to
word-play when her son is named Isaac - which means laughs or smiles
in Hebrew; this pun recurs several times in the Isaac story. For the sequel
to the story, Abraham’s bargain with God, we must wait till next week!
What does this story of Abraham and Sarah say to us about the life
of faith, a life lived with God?

Second Reading: The Servant of the Church
Colossians 1:24-28
It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering now,
and in my body to do what I can to make up all that has still to
be undergone by Christ for the sake of his body, the Church.
I became the servant of the Church when God made me
responsible for delivering God’s message to you, the message
which was a mystery hidden for generations and centuries and
has now been revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose to
reveal it to them and to show all the rich glory of this mystery
to pagans. The mystery is Christ among you, your hope of
glory: this is the Christ we proclaim, this is the wisdom in
which we thoroughly train everyone and instruct everyone, to
make them all perfect in Christ.

The salvation promised to Abraham
and his kin now extends to all people.

The letter to the Colossians, begun last Sunday and read over four
Sundays, is one of the latest of the Pauline letters. Some scholars think
it was written not by Paul at all but by a disciple, thoroughly familiar with
Paul’s thought, applying his master’s ideas to a new situation. In any case,
it is part of the inspired Scripture handed down to us. The mystery revealed
only at the end of time, which Paul was commissioned to proclaim, is that
the salvation promised to Abraham and his kin now extends to all people.
The author is also very aware that Paul’s own sufferings and tribulations
in the apostolate mirror and complete those of Christ. When it says that
Paul is ‘completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions’, the author does
not mean that Jesus’ Passion was somehow faulty or deficient. Rather
he means that the Church (as the Body of Christ in every age) must be a
suffering Church. His confidence rests in these sufferings, for they enable
him to say that Paul is the Servant of the Lord Jesus in just the same
way as Jesus is the Suffering Servant of the Lord. In 2 Corinthians, when
others claim more authority than he has, Paul replies by saying that he has
suffered more.
Is suffering part of our mission as members of the Church? Why?
How is this fulfilled?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School & Parish through the Word of God
w: www.wednesdayword.org

e: info@wednesdayword.org

® The Wednesday Word Ltd. © Copyright 2022. A Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1125628. Limited Company No. 06608112

Pope Francis releases his prayer intention for the month of July, and urges everyone to pray for
the elderly, so that they may be “teachers of tenderness”. https://youtu.be/grvXTu-_A8o
Cardinal: Pray for peace in Ukraine
Cardinal Vincent Nichols has urged the Catholic community to pray for peace in Ukraine.
Cardinal Nichols, President of the Bishops’ Conference, asked Catholics to pray to Saints Cyril
and Methodius, the Patron Saints of Europe treasured by all Slavic peoples, that their prayers
of protection might “save their beloved people from warfare and bloodshed.”
https://rcdow.org.uk/cardinal/news/cardinal-appeals-for-prayers-for-ukraine/
Carmelite Priory in Oxford. The Friars are looking to increase their ministry to Young Adults to help
grow and form the faith of Young Adults. The Friars are currently hosting free online talks on the
formation
of
Young
Adults
and
if
this
interests
you,
please
see
here:
https://www.carmelite.uk.net/events/young-adult-formation-for-the-third-millennium/

The Well-being at Home programme is a free, 12 week programme aiming to increase activity
levels and improve wellbeing.Find out more about the programme or the Active Waterways
Cheshire project, please visit our website www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/activewaterways

Missio Resources for young people. The parish resources, which include Sunday
activity sheets and faith-focused craft activities, can be found
here: https://missiontogether.org.uk/calendar/parish-resources/
Missio Home schooling activities for children.
https://missiontogether.org.uk/school-closures-home-activities
Missio
At Missio, we are committed to supporting our sisters and brothers around the world,
through any challenges, struggles and hardships. We will continue to work as best we can
during this coronavirus pandemic.
https://missio.org.uk

Missio Red boxes are available at the back of church – why not take one for your house to
collect for this worthy cause – all those spare pennies do soon add up! If you would like us
to count your red box donations, then please hand to a steward or a member of the clergy
at Mass. Please return any unused boxes so that we may redistribute them. For more
information, please go to Missio.org.uk

Paulie Jaricot – a Christian Laywoman and a Missionary.
Pauline-Marie Jaricot (1799-1862) is well known in our world and is a
woman of exceptional quality. She was born into a well-to-do family of silk
merchants in Lyon. She experienced a meteoric conversion at the age of
17 and consecrated her life to God with a solemn vow in the chapel of the
Virgin Mary in Fourvière in Lyon. With a host of initiatives, she set out to
relieve all the misery and suffering all around her. She created the Living
Rosary movement, a prayer chain which exists still today.
http://paulinejaricot.opm-france.org/?lang=en
Saying Goodbye - support for miscarriage and baby and infant loss
http://www.sayinggoodbye.org/
SAFEGUARDING & DBS CERTIFICATES. Anyone who visits people in their homes on behalf of the
parish (eg if they are sick or elderly, or if you are taking them communion), needs to have a
current DBS certificate. Also anyone working with children or young people on behalf of the
parish (eg catechists and those teaching liturgy groups). Please contact Cathie & Tony Smith
01270 879961 if you think you need to update your certificate.

A prayer for vocations
Loving Father,
you call us by name.
As we journey through life
help us to be confident in our own unique identity
and to find opportunities
to develop our own gifts and passions.
We pray that the Holy Spirit
will pour on us wisdom and guidance
to help us realise and follow our dreams,
discerning your plan for our lives.
Bless your Church
by raising up dedicated and generous people
from our families and friends
who will serve as Priests, Deacons,
Sisters and Brothers.
May we support one another in response to God’s call.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Cheshire East Live Well service The comprehensive guide to staying
independent, improving your wellbeing and choosing your care. The Live
Well service page includes the links to the online ebook and downloadable
PDF versions of the new directory
https://livewellservices.cheshireeast.gov.uk/Services/4854

Fratelli tutti is the title Pope Francis has chosen for his encyclical letter dedicated to "human
fraternity" and "social friendship". In English, it can be read as ‘All Brothers’, ‘Brethren all’ or
‘Brothers and sisters all’. The first words of the new ‘circular letter’, or encyclical as we know it,
come from St Francis of Assisi. https://catholicnews.us6.listmanage.com/track/click?u=8bfb372c271fbad8a971552fb&id=d1814557fa&e=d5cb67f88d
Worldwide Prayer Network of the Apostleship of Prayer
A Rain Meditation from St Beuno's Jesuit Spirituality Centre.

https://www.pathwaystogod.org/resources/rain-meditation

Join us each Wednesday for inspirational prayer and reflection at www.rpbooks.co.uk/blog as we are
guided by Fr Denis McBride

During this pandemic crisis, please see if you can offer any assistance to any elderly person living
on their own. A regular call to an elderly relative or neighbour can break down a sense of isolation.
SHREWSBURY YOUTH MISSION. Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team are now fully online and are
producing daily resources, prayers, and activities for young people. Their resources are on the
website: https://www.symt.org.uk
Life Helplines and Information can be found at http://www.dayforlife.org/article/helplines-and-information2020/
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/cameras.
Watch a Mass from home. Some churches will stream masses, so a couple of links have been added to our
Website on the Mass Times and Prayer Resources page.
http://www.churchservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral/embed#tab-player
or Church Services TV : https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/
The National Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham has launched a new website and 24/7 LiVESTREAMING to keep
Catholics connected to its cycle of prayer. During the course of the day, there are Talks, Morning/Evening Prayer,
Rosary 3 times a day, the Angelus twice a day, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction as well as
Holy Mass. For the latest schedule, please visit https://www.walsingham.org.uk
Prayer app - you may wish to try either
https://www.sacredspace.ie/ or
https://pray-as-you- go.org/home/ or
daily reflections at http://ln54.blogspot.com
https://www.pathwaystogod.org
Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team – Online Ministry
Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by searching for @Shrewsbury_ymt
Find us on YouTube by searching for Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team – SYMT, don’t forget to subscribe
so you know when we go live or release new content.
The Collective – This is a group of young adults (18+) who are meeting together for faith and friendship.
The meetings run via Zoom by the team the aim is to reach out to young adults who want to grow in
their faith. Anyone interested should email: youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
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A Prayer to Bless my Family.
Lord, may your Spirit of peace fill the hearts of my family for 2022. May your
goodness find a place in our thoughts; may your love find a place in our hearts;
may your peace find a welcome in our homes. With the help of your grace, may
my family live in harmony, ready to show kindness, and concern for one
another, always ready to understand and to forgive, throughout the coming
year. Amen.
o

The River Does Not Divide Us: Pentecost Novena on the Care of Creation We invite all Catholics in England and
Wales to respond in prayer and action to the urgent climate change issues that we all face. The God Who Speaks team
offers this Novena of readings and prayers drawn from the Bible and recent Papal teaching. Between Ascension and
Pentecost, we are invited to pray these nine days reflecting on the account of creation in the book of Genesis. This
Novena can be used on its own or to complement the prayers and reflections of the global prayer movement - ‘Thy
Kingdom Come’ with the Care of Creation theme. http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/05/Pentecost-Novena-Creation-21.pdf

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY

I thank You, Lord,
for the comfort of Your presence:
even in times of loneliness,
You are my hope and my confidence,
You have been my rock and my fortress since my youth!
I thank You for having given me a family
and for having blessed me with a long life.
I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty,
for the dreams that have already come true in my life and for
those that are still ahead of me.
I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which You
call me.
Increase, O Lord, my faith,
make me a channel of your peace,
teach me to embrace those who suffer more than me,
to never stop dreaming
and to tell of your wonders to new generations.
Protect and guide Pope Francis and the Church,
that the light of the Gospel might reach the ends of the earth.
Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world,
that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed,
the poor consoled and wars ended.
Sustain me in weakness
and help me to live life to the full
in each moment that You give me,
in the certainty that you are with me every day,
even until the end of the age.
Amen.

Sunday 24 October 2021 ‐ This Sunday is World Mission Sunday
This Sunday is World Mission Sunday, when the Holy Father invites all
Catholics to contribute to a special collection for Missio, his charity for
world mission. Please support Missio in helping missionaries to work
alongside communities throughout the world that are poor or in need,
regardless of their background or belief. Join in on this special day, that
unites Catholics all over the world in prayer and celebration of our
Church’s mission to share God’s love with all people. Please call 020
7821 9755 (oﬃce hours) or visit Missio’s website to give a single gift, set
up a Direct Debit and Gift Aid your donation, if possible: missio.org.uk
‘We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard’ Acts
4:20

Your questions
answered
Q: When is World Mission Sunday in 2021?
A: Sunday 24 October 2021
Q: Why are all parishes throughout the world asked to support World Mission Sunday?
A: World Mission Sunday is vital to the growth of the Church and the spread of the Gospel in
predominantly impoverished and remote areas overseas. The funds raised build much‐needed
infrastructure, from chapels and schools to orphanages, clinics and dispensaries. Requested by the
local community, the support from Missio transforms lives and creates a hub from which the young
Church can flourish and grow. World Mission Sunday is one of only three Papal collections and has
been especially chosen by the Holy Father to support the mission of the Church in the world via
Missio.

Q: Where do I send the World Mission Sunday collection?
A: Please send donations from your parish directly to Missio in the Freepost envelope provided.
Cheques from parishioners, made out to World Mission Sunday or Missio, can be sent directly to us
together with the parish collection and any completed Gift Aid envelopes. Please do not send to your
diocesan oﬃces.
Q: How can I donate online?
A: Individual supporters can give directly through our secure website. Simply
visit missio.org.uk/wmsdonate to help build a future of hope around the world.

Q: How can we continue supporting Missio after World Mission Sunday?
A: Missio raises funds for the overseas mission of the Church through the APF‐Mill Hill Red Boxes
which are in around 200,000 Catholic homes.
Throughout the year, Missio works in partnership with the Mill Hill Missionaries to raise funds and
awareness for overseas mission through the Red Box. If your parish does not already promote the
Red Box, please consider an appeal after World Mission Sunday. Other ways of supporting the
mission of our Church include praying for the work of missionaries and volunteering for Missio.
You can also support overseas mission by sending Mass stipends to overseas priests via Missio.
An overseas priest can say Mass for your intentions and at the same time receive much‐needed
financial support. Please call us on 020 7821 9755 or visit missio.org.uk/mass‐oﬀerings

Q: What is the diﬀerence between World Mission Sunday and Home Mission?
A: World Mission Sunday is a Papal collection taken at Mass on the penultimate Sunday in October.
It goes to support the 1,070 dioceses in 157 countries around the world where the Universal Church
is too new, young or poor to survive without our help. Home Mission is the collection for
evangelisation and outreach in England and Wales only.

For more answers to your questions, please call 020 7821 9755 during oﬃce hours or email
info@missio.org.uk
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Help for The Parish to gain extra funds. If you are a UK tax payer and you give money at the
offertory (however much) if you give through the “Gift Aid Scheme,” it is worth an extra 25% to
the Parish. All you need to do is give your name and address, tick whether you would like to use the
envelopes, or to give by standing order, on a Gift Aid Form at the back of Church. Then either hand
it to Fr Tony or Deacon Eddie. Please consider Gift Aid. Many thanks to all who contribute so
generously each week. For more information, please contact Sue Edge, Gift Aid organiser on 01270
876090. There are 4 boxes of Offertory Envelopes taken from the back of Church with no names
attached. Please can the holders of Boxes 51/81/82/84 let Sue Edge know or leave their contact
details in the sacristy. Many thanks

Would you like to gain a deeper understanding of the Bible and create a daily
habit that takes less than 15 minutes a day? Through the Word is a completely
free app available for your phone or tablet that will guide you through the Bible,
one chapter at a time. Their mission statement says it all: "Through the Word is a
non-profit ministry dedicated to equipping people around the world to read the
Bible, understand it, apply it, and make it a habit." https://throughtheword.org

CBCEW » Agencies » Missio » » Pauline Jaricot – A Saint for...

Sunday 22 May is a day of prayer and celebration for our overseas mission organisation ‘Missio‘, and indeed
the whole Church. One of its founders, Pauline Marie Jaricot, will be beatified in Lyon. It’s a leap forward on the
path to Sainthood that will see Pauline Jaricot declared a ‘Blessed’.
Beatification requires a miracle through the candidate’s intercession to be recognised by the Church. In
Pauline’s case this happened in May 2012. A three-and-a-half-year-old girl named Mayline, also from Lyon,
choked on food and suffocated. Unable to resuscitate her, doctors explained that she was brain dead and that
she would die in the next few weeks.
Upon hearing the news, pupils and parents of Mayline’s school decided to ask for Pauline Jaricot’s intercession
by praying a novena for Mayline’s recovery. At the same time, as Mayline lay in a coma hooked up to a feeding
tube and respiratory machines, her parents began looking for a child-sized coffin.
Soon afterwards the doctors were surprised to confirm that Mayline’s condition had changed. Remarkably, she
was released from the hospital that December – fully healed.
Doctors have been unable to explain the change in her health. Mayline’s parents are convinced of the
intervention of Pauline Jaricot. A diocesan enquiry occurred in 2019, where a medical board validated the
miracle of healing, and the theological commission certified the intervention of Pauline Jaricot in the full
recovery of little Mayline.
Mayline’s miracle has led to Pauline Jaricot’s Beatification. For the final step, Canonisation, a second miracle
will need to be recognised.

Saturday 30th July 2022
The 12th Annual

GK Chesterton Pilgrimage

On the 100th Anniversary of
GK Chesterton’s Reception into
The Catholic Church
For Details:
Phone or Text: 07795 205114 or see

www.catholicgkchestertonsociety.co.uk

